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ORIGIN 10-10 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-06 EA-06 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-03 H-02 

INR-07 L-02 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 

USIA-06 EB-07 OES-03 COME-OO /077 R 

DRAFTED BY TO/I INP:CWSCHAT .1 ,ER:JPS 

APPROVED BY IO:ROBLAKE 

EA/VN : JFINNEY 

IO/SCT : JTREVITHICK 

ARA/BC/B:MCOTTER 

078276 

P R 072235Z MAR 75 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY LA PAZ PRIORITY 
INFO AMEMBASSY SAIGON 
USMISSION GENEVA 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
USDEL JEC PARIS 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 051715 
E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, POIP, WMO, SZ, VS, VN, BL 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED "PRG" OBSERVER STATUS AT 7TH WMO CONGRESS 
REF: LA PAZ 1559 

1. DEPT APPRECIATES CONSIDERATIONS OUTLINED REFTEL. HOW- 
EVER, OUTCOME OF WMO VOTE IS OF CONSIDERABLE IMPORTANCE TO 
USG AND DEPT WOULD LIKE TO CONFIRM THAT GOB HAS IN FACT 
RECEIVED BALLOT (POSTAL BALLOTS SOMETIMES GO ASTRAY) AND 
HAS CAST NEGATIVE VOTE ON PRG OBSERVER STATUS. EMBASSY 
THEREFORE REQUESTED TO APPROACH MFA AT APPROPRIATE LEVEL 
AND ASCERTAIN SITUATION IN LOW-KEY FASHION. REPORT RESULTS 
YOUR APPROACH BY PRIORITY CABLE, INFO AS ABOVE. 
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2. FYI. AS EMBASSY AWARE, USG STRONGLY HOPES A MAJORITY 
OF RESPONDENTS WILL VOTE AGAINST "PRG". THIS MIGHT HELP 
DISCOURAGE "PRG" FROM ATTEMPTING ENTRY INTO OTHER INTER- 
NATIONAL FORA, PARTICULARLY WHO WHICH IS ONLY UN SPECIALIZED 
AGENCY TO ADMIT MEMBERS BY SIMPLE MAJORITY. OUTCOME OF WMO 
LIKELY TO BE CLOSE IN TERMS OF BALLOTS CAST FOR AND 
AGAINST "PRG". (TWO-THIRDS MAJORITY RE- 
QUIRED FOR OBSERVER STATUS BUT WE WISH TO DENY IT "MORAL 
VICTORY" AND ENCOURAGEMENT TO SEEK WHO MEMBERSHIP.) END FYI. 
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Errors: N/A 
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Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
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